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WORKGROUP MINUTES


SANTA CRUZ - GROUP ONE: HOUSING FOR ALL STAGES & AGES
March 10, 2025

ATTENDEES PRESENT:
	Char Solyman (Evans Property Management), Clay Kempf, Corinne Jones, Suzanne Doty, Zach Johnson

Welcome, Call to Order, Introductions
	Meeting was called to order at 12:01 PM. Introductions were made.

Additions & Deletions to the Agenda
	None.
	
Discussion Points
- Char explained that residents of mobile home parks are allowed to have a live-in caregiver. A physician's note is required to confirm the need for live-in care, without additional details.  The caregiver must be at least 18 years old and cannot be charged guest fees by the park. If the resident passes away or moves to a facility, the caregiver must vacate the premises. A caregiver is treated differently from a roommate. While a caregiver helps with care and may stay in the home, they are not considered a tenant.
-  There are no restrictions on a resident receiving rent from a caregiver or roommate, as long as the arrangement is not deemed a rental of the park space itself. However, the caregiver cannot pay park rent, as this would make them a tenant.
- Park rules, governed by the Mobile Home Residency Law (MRL) and Title 25 building codes, can vary across parks. Some older park rules may not comply with current laws, so it's important to ensure they are updated. Counties generally do not have additional regulations beyond those governing rents and the MRL.
- For tenants with concerns about mobile home park rules or other issues, the first point of contact should be the on-site staff. If further assistance is needed, the Mobile Home Commission is a helpful resource to mediate between residents and park owners. Commissioners, particularly those with long tenure like Jean Brockelbank, offer valuable experience in resolving issues ranging from simple to complex.
- The commission does not gather detailed demographic information about residents but does conduct a voluntary HOPA (Housing for Older Persons Act) survey annually to verify the presence of seniors. The commission can provide data on the number of senior mobile home parks in the county, which could be useful for advocacy and planning purposes.
-  The group is interested in receiving fact sheets, HOPA survey, and other resources from the commission to assist in advocacy efforts.
- The group discussed creating an advocacy fact sheet for the five work groups. This would help in messaging and outreach. Zach requested contributions of data and useful info from others.
- General discussion of mobile home park issues, including rent control (unincorporated areas only), safety/maintenance concerns, and resident-owned (co-op) vs. investor-owned parks.
- A strong ombudsman service for mobile park residents was identified as a key resource; advocate for increased funding.
- The group discussed transportation challenges and solutions for seniors, including the possibility of senior ride programs and discounted bus passes. 
- Parks use newsletters to communicate with residents, important for reaching people who may not be tech-savvy or have access to smartphones. 


ACTION ITEMS/IDEAS:
· Request HOPA survey results/fact sheet from Mobil Home Commission
· Advocate for increased Ombudsman funding to assist with mobile home park concerns 
· Research free/discounted transportation services for seniors

Adjourn
· Next Meeting: April 7, 2025 from 1-2 PM via Zoom
· Video recordings of all workgroup meetings can be found on our website at https://seniorscouncil.org/solutions-summit-2024/  
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